Chapter XXXIII
RECENT EDUCATIONAL THEORY

The Work of the Specialists. The Individual and the Community. Mental Testing,
Sir Percy Nunn and his Critics.

IN the second column of Appendix II will be found a list of
books dealing with education and written by English
authors during the period covered by the present volume.
It reveals the interesting fact that the works which had
most influence on educational thought in the nineteenth
century date almost wholly from the eighteen-fifties and
sixties. This is the period of Newman's Idea of a University
and Darwin's Origin of Species, of many of the writings of
J. S, Mill and Ruskin and Kingsley and Huxley and F. D.
Maurice, of Spencer's Education and Matthew Arnold's
Culture and Anarchy. It is, in fact, as Professor Archer has
called it, an 'age of the prophets/ It was a period when
Benthamite individualism was still the current political
theory, and utilitarianism, as set forth in the writings of
J. S, Mill and Herbert Spencer, had not yet lost its force.
But the latter part of the period marks the beginnings of
that collectivist trend of public opinion which has increased
in force and volume from that time down to the present.1
Some of our mid-century educational 'prophets' already
show a break with the earlier individualism of the Bentham
School2 Kingsley, for example, in a speech at Bristol in
1869, said: "It is the duty of the State, I hold, to educate all
alike in those matters which are common to them as
citizens.9*3 Ruskin demands that "there should be training
schools for youth established at Government cost and under

1 Cf. "Socialistic ideas were, it is submitted, in no way part of dominant legis-
lative opinion earlier than 1865, and their influence on legisktion did not become
perceptible till some years later, say till 1868 or 1870, or dominant till say 1880.*'
Dicey, Law and Opinion in England^ p. 66.

a For Huxley's position see supra, p* 166,

a Life and Letters of Charles Kingsley-, vol. ii, p. 228.
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